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Wick Garrett was married to the former Frances J. Latimer.
1

 The Garrett family’s oral tradition is that Frances J. Latimer was the 

sister of Emma Arnold, and the two were enumerated with those surnames as granddaughters in the 1880 census record for their 

apparent grandparents —Robert and Clarkey Todd.
2

 Emma had a daughter named Fannie Arnold
3

 who married a man named Searight 

Sullivan.
4

 Searight Sullivan’s sister, Maggie, married Berry Franklin, Richard Neely’s son.
5

 Richard’s son Walter married Searight and 

Maggie’s first cousin, Etta Garlington (whose mother was the sister of Searight and Maggie Sullivan’s father).
6

 Thus, close family ties 

were fostered among future generations of cousins who were related to the Garrett, Neely, and Sullivan families.
7

 

In the 1930s members of all three families—Garretts, Neelys, and Sullivans—migrated to the City of Tampa, in Florida.
8

 This mass 

migration of related families is likely to have resulted from the Great Depression that began with the first bank panic in 1930, continued 

as the Gross National Product went into free fall, and culminated in 25 percent unemployment by 1933.
9

 As one student of history 

observed: “In times of economic collapse, people from rural areas ended up leaving family … and heading for the big cities.’
10
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 South Carolina State Board of Health, death certificate no. 53-016937 (1953), “Francis” [sic] J. Garrett; Bureau of Vital 

Statistics, Columbia; digital image viewed on Ancestry.com (http://www.ancestry.com : accessed 4 February 2015). 

Frances’s husband name was erroneously recorded as “Whister” [sic]. 
2

 1870 U.S. census, Laurens County, South Carolina, population schedule, p. 27 (penned), dwelling 248, family 248, 

Emma Arnold and Frances Latimer, granddaughters in the household of Robert Todd; NARA microfilm publication 

M593, roll 1501. Also, apparently, the same two girls were enumerated with the surname “Arnold” in 1870. 1870 U.S. 

census, Laurens County, South Carolina, population schedule, p. 1 (penned), dwelling 618, family 684, Henry Arnold; 

NARA microfilm publication M593, roll 1501. Henry headed a household that included a twenty-two-year-old woman 

named Harriet, a thirteen-year-old boy named Rody, a five-year old girl named Francis [sic], and a three-month old girl 

named Emma, all with the surname “Arnold.” It is likely that the twelve-year-old enumerated as a stepson in Emma 

Sullivan’s 1900 household was named after the Henry Arnold who headed the household in which Emma and Frances 

were enumerated in the 1870 census. Frances’s death certificate names her father as Albert Latimer, a man who 

apparently asserted his paternity by the time Frances was enumerated as Francis Latimer in 1880. Note also that Frances 

and Wick Garrett named a son “Albert,” the child who married Richard’s granddaughter, Mattie Neely. 
3

 1900 U.S. census, Laurens County, South Carolina, population schedule, Waterloo Township, p. 303 (stamped), 

enumeration district (ED) 60, sheet 16-A, dwelling 291, family 291, [Relof?] Arnold; NARA microfilm publication T623, 

roll 1534. Nine-year old Fannie Arnold was enumerated as a stepdaughter in a household that included 12-year old 

Henry Arnold, also a stepchild, and Emma Sullivan, the wife of the head. 
4

 Searight Family Tree, two-page (undated) genealogical summary provided to the author by the late Perry Sullivan, II, 

the son of “Fannie Arnold Sullivan” and Searight Sullivan. 
5

 Haily Sullivan Family Chart. 
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 Ibid. 
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 Garrett-Nelson, The Source, The Garrett, Neely, and Sullivan Families, 2. 
8

 1940 U.S. census, Hillsborough County, Florida, population schedule, Tampa City, ward 1, p. 90 (stamped), 

enumeration district (ED) 6, sheet 10-A, household 75, Thomas Garrett; NARA microfilm publication T627, roll 633; 

image viewed on Ancestry.com (http//www.ancestry.com). Thomas and wife Lillian lived in the same place in 1935. 

Thomas was a son of Wick Garrett. Laurens Co., SC, Will of Wick L. Garrett. Also, 1930 U.S. census, Hillsborough 

County, Florida, population schedule, Tampa City, ward 5, p. 160 (stamped), enumeration district (ED) 29–41, sheet 6-

B, dwelling 134, family 134, Calvin “Nely,” a cousin in the household of Early “Nely;” NARA microfilm publication 

T626, roll 319. Also, 1940 U.S. census, Hillsborough County, Florida, population schedule, Tampa City, ward 9, p. 128 

(stamped), enumeration district (ED) 70-10, sheet 1-B, household 16, Pearl Roland enumerated as the wife in George 

Roland’s household; NARA microfilm publication T627, roll 633; digital image viewed on Ancestry.com 

(http://www.ancestry.com). Also, 1930 U.S. census, Hillsborough County, Florida, population schedule, Tampa City, 

ward 9, p. 118 (stamped), enumeration district (ED) 29-75, sheet 6-B, dwelling 140, family 148, Fannie Sullivan, the wife 

in a household headed by “C. Right” [sic] Sullivan; NARA microfilm publication T626, roll 320. 
9

 Judy Jacobson, History for Genealogists, Using Chronological Time Lines to Find and Understand Your Ancestors, 
(Printed for Clearfield Company by Genealogical Publishing Company, Baltimore, 2009), 48–49. 
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 Ibid. at 49. 


